
Welcome to Green Team Training! 
 



One word that would describe 
my community is… 



What is Sustainable Maryland? 

    Sustainable Maryland Certified is a 
certification program for municipalities in 
Maryland who want to go green, control 
costs and save money, and take steps to 
sustain their quality of life over the long 
term. 



What is sustainability? 

“Meeting the needs of the present 
without compromising the ability of 

future generations to meet their 
own needs.” 

– UN Brundtland Commission, 1987 



Elements 

• Environment 

• Society 

• Economy 

Stakeholders 

• Citizens 

• Organizations 

• Businesses 

• Government 

Assets 

• Skills 

• Experience 

• Passions 

• Capacities 

• Networks/Connections 

• Physical Assets 

• Economic Assets 

What is sustainability at 
the municipal level? 



Citizen Sustainability 
Initiatives 

Improved Community 
Conditions 

Healthier City  

More Sustainable 
State 

Greener, Safer, 
Stronger Nation 

Healthy world How it Works 



Community Action Greenhouse Gas Natural Resources 
 
 
 
 
 

Community Based Food 
System 

Health & Wellness Planning and Land Use 

Energy Local Economies More Action Areas to 
come in 2012! 



Mission Statement: 
The Mission of Sustainable Maryland Certified 
is to enhance the livability for all Marylanders 
by helping municipalities choose a direction for 
their sustainability efforts, improve access to 
resources needed to implement action, 
measure their progress, and gain recognition 
for their accomplishments. 











Certification Levels 

Year 1 

 

150 points = Certification 

Future Years 

 

 
Platinum 

Gold 

Silver 

Bronze 



Certification Benefits 

Save money.  Get money. 

Get recognized.  Promote your town. 

•     Cost savings: energy, water, waste management 
•     Improve efficiency 
•     Conserve resources while promoting community viability 
•     Stimulate local economies 
•     Special priority and notification of incentives and grants. 
 

•     Promotion via the SMC website, publications, press, and      
       promotional events 
•     Annual recognition at the Maryland Municipal League     
      Conference 
•     State press attention for efforts 



Certification Benefits 

Conserve valuable resources. 

Gain access to training, tools, and expert guidance. 

• Trainings & workshops 

• Webinars 

• Leadership meetings 

• Mentorship by other SMC communities 

• Connections with leading experts 

•     Residents:  want to live in environmentally-friendly towns. 
•     Civic pride: Conserve community values 
•     Environment: Conserve resources 





Overarching Themes 

1. Wherever you are, it’s okay. 

2. The municipal-citizen relationship is 
foundational. 

3. The key resources is people. 

4. You can build a leadership hub. 

 




